
BUILDING  
A BETTER  
REDDITCH



This year’s elections are important for 
Redditch as under a Tory council we 
face more cuts to services. Redditch 
needs Labour in control to provide 
services which meet the needs of a 
modern town and its people. In the 
last few years the Tory government 
has cut council budgets. Libraries, 
Children’s Services, and school 
crossing services have been cut or  
are under threat. Worcestershire 
County Council (also Tory led) have 
announced cut after cut. Local Tories 
have stood by and imposed their own 
cuts. For example, local charitable 
organisations, who do so much vital 
work are currently under threat.

As a result of national cuts  
the Council has had its funds from  
central government slashed by  
£3 million in recent years, placing 
even greater pressure on you, the 
local taxpayer. The Tory government 
say, we all have to stick together and 
face up to economic realities. Yet, 
when they needed to prop up their 
failing government they found  
£1 billion to buy support from  
the DUP. 

Locally the Tories have the same  
“me first” attitude. They found some 

savings which could have been used 
to support local services, but instead 
opted to give themselves a pay rise. 
The leader proposes to double his 
personal allowance and overall,  
they are proposing almost £250,000 
extra over the next 4 years. This 
disgraceful act of self-interest is 
typical of the Tories local or national. 
All of this while Redditch has the 
largest numbers of people in the 
County on Universal Credit, and so 
many, including children, being forced 
to use food banks. We will end this 
selfish “me first” approach and 
provide for all.

Labour will work with local 
organisations to build a town we  
are proud of. Labour will support  
the Arts, the Community, Housing  
and Employment. Only Labour can 
support and enhance our civic family 
to provide the services we all need. 

In producing this Manifesto  
we have been listening to our 
communities throughout the summer 
and autumn months and you have 
voiced your concerns which are 
reflected in this document. Now it  
is time to address these issues and 
stand up for Redditch.

BUILDING A 
BETTER REDDITCH 
FOR ALL

“ Labour will 
work with local 
organisations 
to build a  
town we are 
proud of.”



HOUSING 
The lack of quality, genuinely 
affordable, housing is a major issue 
for us here in Redditch. People are 
sometimes forced into what can  
be low standard, high rent private 
housing. Some private sector 
accommodation can be damp  
and or expensive to heat. A low wage 
economy means the options people 
have when looking for somewhere to 
live are limited. If you’re young and 
just starting out its almost impossible 
to purchase or rent. Finding the 
money for a deposit, to rent or buy, 
when you’re on limited wages is hard. 
Young people are forced to stay at 
home longer than they would like. 
Families also find the lack of 
appropriate housing difficult.

HOMELESSNESS 
Redditch, like all towns and cities,  
has people with nowhere to live  
and this needs to be addressed.  
Since the Tories came to power in 
2010 homelessness has increased by  
134% which is a staggering statistic.

The UK is one of the richest  
countries in the world and it is a 
disgrace that there are not enough 
homes for everyone who wants one. 
To have a place you can call home  
is surely not too much to ask for in 
the 21st century. 

A Redditch Labour Council will: 
  Use our borrowing powers to 

increase the housing stock of the 
town, either on our own or with 
partners. 

  Introduce Private Sector 
Regulation to ensure 
accommodation is of a standard 
fit for people to live in.

  Use innovative solutions to tackle 
the housing shortage.

  Work with our partners to tackle 
homelessness in the town.

  Ensure that homes built by the 
council or its partners will be 
energy efficient and well 
insulated.

OUR COMMUNITY
We want to build on the wonderful 
community we already have.  
We want a Redditch to be a town 
which is hard working, friendly and 
where communities reach out and 
support each other. We want the 
town to be more equal. People  
from all backgrounds should be  
given opportunities to thrive and 
develop their talents without fear  
of intimidation or prejudice. 

REDDITCH LABOUR - 
SETTING A GOOD 
EXAMPLE
A local council cannot provide an 
answer to all the issues but can use 
its position to support. The Council 
can be an example of how to support 
employees and to promote talent 
regardless of background. As a major 
employer in the town it can set 
standards and through its contracts 
influence the way in which others 
employ people. Paying a living wage 
and extending rights at work are 
important if we are to move away 
from a low wage economy. The new 
Parental Leave policy at the council 
promoted by the Labour leader Bill 
Hartnett shows a progressive way 
forward. 

SUPPORTING OUR  
LOCAL PARTNERS
There are times in people’s lives when 
they need some support and so we 
will work with our partners to help 
those who deal with issues such as 
homelessness, poverty, domestic 
abuse, and drugs. Together with our 
civic family we will seek to improve 
the provision for those that do need 
help and try to reduce the need for 
such services. A Labour government 
will work to end the current need for 
the eight food banks, school uniform 
banks, and baby banks in Redditch. 
Until that happens, we will support all 
those who work so hard to provide 
these vital services.

“ Since the 
Tories came to 
power in 2010 
homelessness  
has increased  
by 134%.”

“ We will work  
with our partners 
to help those 
who deal with 
issues such as 
homelessness, 
poverty, domestic 
abuse, and drugs.”



CELEBRATING DIVERSITY
We will continue to promote and 
support civic events across our 
diverse Redditch communities,  
for example, Holocaust day and 
Remembrance Day. We will work  
with others to promote fairness, 
respect and understanding across  
the town’s different communities. 

YOUR VOICE MATTERS
All too often decisions are made 
which impact on your way of life 
without you being asked or involved 
in any way. Nobody knows more 
about streetlighting, paths and the 
local environment or about potential 
antisocial issues than those who live 
there. You often know best and 
should have a bigger say in what’s 
done. For example, you know which 
trees and bushes need to be cut on  
a regular basis and which ones can  
be left. We need you, to have a real, 
meaningful say in what happens.  
The recently planted orchard in 
Woodrow is a great example of the 
council supporting local people in 
improving their area. We will look  
to see how a local community  
officer could work with local people  
in their areas.

LISTENING TO  
YOUNG PEOPLE
Young people often get overlooked 
when decisions are made and have 
been massively affected by the 
austerity cuts. Redditch used to have 
a number of Youth Forums and the 
County used to provide youth services 
for Redditch. These have been cut so 
much they no longer operate. We will 
do all we can to support anything 
which involves giving young people  
a voice.

ENSURING 
ACCOUNTABILITY
Developers, when they build, are 
supposed to make a contribution  
to the town as part of the planning 
consent. This doesn’t always happen! 
In Brockhill, for example, there are 
still outstanding issues which hold up 
much needed funds. We will speed 
this process up and consult you on 
how this money can be spent.

“ We will look 
to see how a  
local community 
officer could work 
with local people 
in their areas.”

“ We will do all we 
can to support 
anything which 
involves giving 
young people  
a voice.”
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  Continue to support the PACT (Police and Communities 
Together) meetings.

   Use innovative ways to involve residents and local 
organisations in the decision-making process. 

  Ensure that the quiet voices in every community  
are heard as well as those involved already.

  �Investigate�the�provision�of�district�officers�to�work� 
with local people to improve the local area.

   Seek ways to enable local organisations to provide  
additional services and activities to improve our estates.

   Make service contracts more open and accountable.

  Work with others in lobbying government for a national 
funding pot for Domestic Violence survivors.

   Involve you in any proposed changes to the town centre  
or the local district centres. Two of our local centres are  
at risk from Tory cuts – we will give you a voice in any 
proposals. 

  �Explore�ways�to�find�a�voice�for�young�people�in�Redditch,� 
who�are�particularly�affected�by�the�cuts�to�services�and� 
the austerity policies of the Tory government.

IF ELECTED 
REDDITCH 
LABOUR WILL:


